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Ms. Susan Hedman 
Regional Administrator, Region 5 
77 West Jackson Boulevard 
Chicago, IL 60604-3590 

Dear Ms. Hedman: 

On December 4, 2012 and 30 days later, your office disallowed the construction of County Road 59S in 
Marquette County, Michigan stating "County Road 595 would have significant direct and indirect 
impacts on high quality wetland and stream resources as well as on wildlife". The Clean Water Act 
Section 404 (b) (1) was stated as the reason for the objection. 

The above ruling resulted in forcing the Eagle Nflne into using roadways going through the middle of 
Marquette County's high traffic and populatioii areas. NOTE: Proposed CR 595 would not have gone 
through any populated areas. 

I wotdd like to point out the EPA's decision held higher wildlife protection over human protection. 

I am enclosing a news clipping detailing how a passenger vehicle rear ended a mine hauling truck in 
near whiteout conditions. An accident like this is nearly unavoidable considering the varying weather 
conditio-ns in Marquette County. A 13-year-old girl was ctitically i-njured and and airlifted to the 
pediatric neurosurgery department at the U of M hospital in Ann Arbor Michigan. 

The Eagle Mine has only been shipping ore for five (5) months, this is the first of probably mani: 
rcsulting in injury to our neighbors. The EPA forced tnine haul rotite will be used for a minimum 96 
months. 

In closing, I encourage the EPA consider human impacts as well as wildlife impacts, etc. Nvhen ruling 
on future wetland modifications-mitigation requests. 

Sincerely, 

Larry Argall 

cc: Congressman Dan Benishek 
Senator Debbie Stabenow 
Senator Gary Peters 
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F%;Ur taken to hospital in Powell 
Township crash involving mine truck 
One victiffi  taken to U ofMI'liredical facility in Ann Arbor 
Bv JOHN f'EPIN 
:3ournal Staff Vt%riter 

:bLaRC1UE7'TE — Four 
Big Bay resicIents were in- 
jured, including one criti- 
cally, Thursday night a.fter 
the vehicle th.ey were trav- 
eling i.n crashed into the 
back of an Eagle 1-1ine ore 
truck in wh'rteuut condi- 
tions on Marquette County 
Road 550. 

'lfie .iVlarquette County 
Sheriff's Office .reports the 
cr:zsh occurred at about 
9.45 p.m. near County 
Road K.CE, which is tocat- 
ec1 a t'ew ntiles south of Big 
Bay. 
Police said Donald 

E'ortin, 36, of Big Ray was 
driving north  tounty 
Road 550 in a 2012 Lin- 
coin lV•IKI=1 in whi.teotft con- 
ditions when the accicient 
occurred. Passengers in the  

vehicle included Fortin's 
wife, Danielle, 33, and two 
daughters — ages 5 and 13 
- whom police declined 
to name. 

Deputies said the L.in- 
coln struek.tlte;ha~ of a 
M.J. Vanl~'amime `l"ruck- 
ing of CorneIl semi-trac- 
tor trailer, which was al- 
so heading north to the 
Eagle M.ine, driving slow 
in the poor weather con- 
ditions. 

The driver of the mine 
truck was Stevert Zarkows- 
ki, 58, of Nlarqti~te. Police 
said he was not hurt in the 
accident. 
. The Fortins were taken to 
UP Health 987stem - .Mar- 
quette where three of ;the 
family me obers were  t- 
ed 	 a~d 	r for.ei~is 	~~her,~o 
injuries ~nd tater rele~seit, 
according to police. 

The 13-year-old Fortin 
daughter was initially listed 
in critical condition at the 
hospital. 

Police said. she waS later 
discharged and airlifted to 
the pediatr.ic neurosurgery 
department at the LTniversi- 
ty of Michigan Ho;pital in 
Anrt Arbor. No dl5t3ated 
con€lftion informafioti was 
available before press time 
today.' 

Capt. Dave Lemire said 
no tickets had been issued 
in the crash, however, 
Fortin was at f~itit because 
he was driving too .fast for 
conditions. 

Police said the 13-year- 
old was not wearing a safe- 
ty beit. 

The sheriff's office was 
ass~stod at the secne by 
Powe2t Township f~ire De- 
partn3ent and 16Wperson- 

nel, the Marquette Town- 
ship Fire Depar~ent and 
~4arquette Gea~r~3 Hospi- 
tal. EMS. 

The incident mark5 the 
second crash on County 
Road 550 in less than a 
month involving an ore 
truck from the Ea ~ le 
l~~iine. ~ 

On Dec. 13, Shawn 
M.ocker, 30, of Marcluctte 
was..driving south when he 
ntade-•an cvasive niove to 
avoid a deer in the road- 
way, overturqing 'the ore 
truck into a cTito"ong the 
road, Michigan State Pol.ice 
said. 

1Vlocker was not hurt in 
the crash. 

.)ohn Pepin can be reached 
at 906-228-2500, ext. 206. 
His eniall address f.s 
,jpepin@rniningjou►nut.net. 
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